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WASHINGTON: FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1908.—SIXTH?, PAGES. THREE CENTS.

AIRSHIP FALLS; LIEUT. SELFRIDGE KILLED, WRIGHT HURT

Propeller Breaks and Aeroplane Dashes to Earth, Burying Occupants in Wreckage.

GREAT CROWD SEES MISHAP

Wreck of airship, with two victims bu ried beneath it, taken a minute after the crash. In the

picture is shown army officers and newspaper men moving the debris from the injured

men.

Ill-fated Machine, Soaring 75 Feet Above Fort Myer Parade Grounds, Suddenly Staggers,

as Great Blade Snaps Off; Then Turns Over and Speeds to Ground—Signal Corps Officer

and Aviator Hurried to Post Hospital, Where the Latter Passes Away Three Hours After the

Accident Without Regaining Consciousness—Wright Takes Injuries Coolly. News of His

Companion's Fate Is Kept From Him.

KILLED.

Lieut. THOMAS D. SELFRIDGE, 26 years of age, native of San Francisco. Residence in

Washington, 918 Eighteenth street northwest.

INJURED.

Orville Wright, 38 years of age, native of Dayton, Ohio, inventor of the ill-fated aeroplane.

Sustained fractures of three ribs and left thigh and slight concussion of brain. Will recover.

Lieut. Thomas E. Selfridge, of the signal corps, was killed, and Orville Wright, the aviator,

received a fractured thigh and two broken ribs, late yesterday afternoon, when the latter's

aeroplane plunged to earth during an experimental flight over the drill grounds at Fort
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Myer. Lieut. Selfridge, who had been taken aloft at his own request, died last night at 8:10

o'clock in the post hospital. Mr. Wright's condition is not considered critical.

The accident was witnessed by a throng of upward of 2,500 persons, who were instantly

changed from cheering enthusiasts to saddened and depressed sympathizers.

The accident was caused by the breaking of one of the propeller blades. It occurred as the

machine was making the second turn, at the lower end of the field, on the fourth lap.

Machine Drops to Earth.

An end of the blade flew off, and Mr. Wright apparently completely lost control of the

machine, which tacked about choppily for a hundred feet or more, soared ten feet higher,

and then dropped to the ground with frightful force, from a height of about 75 feet.

The machine crumpled up into a tangled mass of wreckage, burying the two men. The

horrified spectators dashed down the field, and those in the van lifted the machine and

extricated the victims. Mr. Wright was conscious. Lieut. Selfridge was unconscious, and

his face was covered with blood, which gushed from a great gash on his forehead.

It seems to be the general opinion of the experts who have investigated the accident that

when the machine hit the ground, both Mr. Wright and Lieut. Selfridge landed on their feet

first, and that they were thrown upward and outward by the tremendous force, landing on

their heads.

A boy who witnessed the accident from the stone fence which bounds Arlington cemetery,

said that they struck in this position.

“They were thrown in the air,” he said, “and then fell forward on their faces.

Both men were removed in a few minutes to the finely equipped post hospital, where

they were attended by a corps of army surgeons who happened to be present to witness
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the flight. Mr. Wright's condition was early reported to be not critical, but the surgeons

announced that Lieut. Selfridge probably would die. He suffered a fracture of the base of

the skull.

Was Enthusiastic Aeronautical Expert.

Lieut. Selfridge was perhaps the most enthusiastic aeronautical expert in the army. He

certainly was the most experienced in the operation of heavier-than-air flying machines,

having made a number of flights in Alexander Graham Bell's “June Bug.” He was a

member of the famous Selfridge family, notable for its naval record.

Mr. Wright decided yesterday morning that he would not fly until late in the afternoon,

because of the prevailing high wind. He spent some time in the “aerial garage” testing the

motor, in anticipation of the flight. The propeller which caused the accident was one of two

new ones, which were placed in position Wednesday. After the last two flights of last week,

Mr. Wright fancied that the propellers were slightly defective, and ordered a new pair sent

on from his Dayton shop, where duplicate parts of the machine are kept.

Decided to Make Flight.

About 4 o'clock in the afternoon the wind died down, and an anemometer reading showed

that it was blowing at a rate of only six miles an hour. Mr. Wright consulted with Lieut.

Selfridge, whom he had decided to take up, heeding the latter's frequently uttered requests

for permission to ride as a passenger, and decided to make a flight.

Lieut. Selfridge had planned to leave tomorrow for St. Joseph, Mo., to assist Lieut. Foulois

in the demonstration of the Baldwin dirigible balloon at the military tournament to be held in

that city next week, and was especially anxious to fly with Mr. Wright before his departure.
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Shortly after 4 o'clock the aeroplane was wheeled up the field and placed in position on the

starting track. By that time there were 1,500 persons waiting to witness the flight, including

more than 50 automobile parties.

Three members of the aeronautical board, which has charge of the tests, were present, in

addition to Lieut. Selfridge, who also was a member of that body. They were Maj. Squier,

chief signal officer; Maj. Salzmann, and Capt. Wallace. All of these chatted with Lieut.

Selfridge, who was extremely happy when discussing the prospects of the flight.

Expected to Make Long Flight.

Mr. Wright busied himself with an inspection of the machine, examining every part of it with

minute care. When asked how long he intended to remain in the air, he said:

“I cannot tell. It will all depend upon how things look when we get up in the air. Things look

favorable for a long flight.”

He had previously confided to a number of army experts that he intended to remain aloft

for an hour with a passenger aboard before attempting the official

7:30 A. M. for Buffalo, Pittsburg, and the West. Train via Pennsylvania Railroad now

leaves Union Station, Washington, at 7:30 a. m. week days, instead of 7:50 a. m.

The Ladies of Washington Should not miss a copy of The Sunday Post containing the

pattern transfers in the Fashion Magazine

DIED IN CHOSEN DUTY

Friend of Selfridge Tells of Officer's Ambition.

ACTIVE STUDENT OF FLIGHT
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Young Man Transferred to Signal Corps at His Own Request—Entered Army After Attempt

to Gain Admission to Naval Academy—Worked With Dr. Bell in Experiments at Badack.

LIEUT. SELFRIDGE'S CAREER.

Born in San Francisco, February 8, 1882.

Entered West Point, August 30, 1899.

Second lieutenant, artillery, June 11, 1903.

First lieutenant, artillery 1907.

Transfer to signal corps to carry on aeronautical experiments, 1907.

Worked with Alexander Graham Bell, and was first man to be carried up In Bell kites.

Made secretary of Aerial Experiment Association, 1908.

Supervised construction of aeroplanes June Bug and Red Wing, at Hammondsport, N. Y.

Made flight In Red Wing, March 12 last.

Made flight In June Bug in July last.

Designed propeller of Baldwin airship.

Barbour Lathrop, traveler, man of means, who at different times has been identified with

the Department of Agriculture as an expert investigator and adviser, was one of Lieut.

Selfridge's best friends. Mr. Lathrop is in Washington, and is at the New Willard. Of the

dead army officer, he said to a Post reporter last night:
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“ ‘Tom’ Selfridge was one of the cleanest and one of the most lovable of all the young men

I have known. He was born in San Francisco 26 years ago, the son of Mr. and Mrs. E.

A. Selfridge, of 2615 California street, that city. The father is now retired and is a man of

comfortable means. He was formerly president of the George W. Gibbs company, iron and

steel fabricators.

Lieut. Selfridge is survived by four brothers and one sister. They are E. A. Selfridge, jr.,

and Russell Selfridge, both of San Francisco; Woodworth and John S. Selfridge, twins,

who will enter the Massachusetts Institute of Technology next year, and Mrs. Kellond, wife

of Lieut. Frederic G. Kellond, of the Nineteenth infantry.

Came of a Navy Family.

“The young man came of a navy family. He was the nephew of Rear Admiral Thomas O.

Selfridge, of this city, and if my recollection serves me his grandfather was an admiral, and

he has an uncle who is a captain in the army. Young Selfridge himself tried for the navy

under the competitive examination system, and passed as an alternate. As such he came

from San Francisco to Annapolis; but the regular appointee passed his examinations, and

‘Tom’ was then a trifle too old to enter the acad.

“He turned to the army, and entered West Point August 30, 1899. Notwithstanding a

severe illness in his last year, followed by an operation, causing him to be absent from

his studies three or four months, he graduated high in his class, that of 1903, and was

assigned to the artillery as second lieutenant, June 11, 1903.

“Lieut. Selfridge's official connection with aeronautics was the upshot of his own desire.

His death closed abruptly a career in that field, which he himself had selected. He believed

in the heavier-than-air type of ship, and his interest in its development was intense. Two

years ago he went to Dr. Alexander Graham Bell, here in Washington, and told him he
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would like to ask to be detailed to?he signal corps and ordered to Badeck, Cape Breton,

Dr. Bell's summer home, to observe and report on the Bell tetrahedral kites.

Detailed to Signal Corps.

The idea delighted Dr. Bell, who saw in it ultimate participation by the United

LIEUT. THOMAS E. SELFRIDGE. Army officer who lost his life yesterday in the accident

to the Wright aeroplane.

States army in aeronautic experimentation. Lieut Selfridge made his request of the

War Department, and it was granted. He was detailed to the signal corps, and all of

last summer he spent at Badeck, studying the kites and deepening and broadening his

knowledge of aerial navigation.

“He became a member of Dr. Bell's Aerial Experiment Association, was one of the boys

who created the ‘June Bug,’ and was the first man to be carried aloft in the Bell kites.

Yesterday's fatal voyage at Fort Myer was not Selfridge's first aerial flight. He made a

short flight in the ‘June Bug’ at Hammondsport last July. He went up in the ‘Red Wing’ last

March.

“‘Tom’ Selfridge was clean strain clear through. He lived blamelessly, and he died, like

a man, at his post. Of his personal habits a word may be said with propriety. He was

abstemious of stimulants, seldom smoked, except a cigar in the evening, kept himself in

splendid physical training, and by that means held down his weight and kept in perfect trim

for aerial work. To use a trite expression, he was physically ‘as hard as nails.’

Paid Price With Life.

“He had set his heart on flying with Mr. Wright at Fort Myer. He realized his desire, and

paid the price with his life. I fancy few men have spent their last hour of consciousness in

keener enjoyment. I saw Selfridge this afternoon and watched him as the aeroplane swept
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through the air above me. His face was set in a smile of pleasure; he was living every

minute to its full.

“Saturday night of this week Selfridge was to start for St. Joseph, Mo., to have joint charge

with another army officer of balloon tests in conjunction with army maneuvers to be held

there. He was to report at St. Joseph next Monday.

“I have no sorrow for him, though I loved the boy and had high hopes of his future. My

sorrow is for those he has left behind. He died admirably.”

Lieut. Selfridge was stationed at the Presidio, San Francisco, at the time of the great

earthquake and fire in April of 1906. He was one of the young officers who distinguished

themselves under Gen. Funston by their capability a?d courage in handling that chaotic

situation.

Fall Styles Knox Hats. B. H. Stinemetz & Son Co., 12th & F. Moses' 14th Annual Sept.

Sale. The Ladies of Washington Should not miss a copy of the Sunday Post containing

the pattern trnasfers in the Fashion Magazine. The Fashion Magazine pleasing the

women of Washington. with The Sunday Post.

Baltimore and Ohio Excursion. $1.00 to Harpers Ferry and Martinsburg, $1.35 to

Berkeley Springs, $2.00 to Cumberland and return, Special train leaves Union station 8:15

a. m., Sunday, September 20. Moses;' 14th Annual Sept. Sale. $1.25 to Baltimore and

Return. Saturdays and Sundays, via Pennsylvania Railroad Tickets good returning until

Sunday night. All regular trains except the “Congressional Limited.”

WILL NOT PROVE SETBACK

Secretary of War Expects Experiments to Be Continued.

Regrets Accident, and States That the Cause Will Be Investigated by Board of Officers.
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Word of Lieut. Selfridge's death was taken to Secretary of War Wright, at his apartments in

the Shoreham, last night by a Post reporter.

“It is very said,” he said, and then asked for a brief description of the accident, of which he

had heard only a few words. Commenting on the fatal happening, the Secretary said:

“From what you tell me of the accident, it looks as though a structural flaw had caused it;

no faulty principle appears. Of course, it is too soon to come to a determination on that

point. The signal corps board will have to investigate and make a report first.

“It seems a particularly unhappy thing that disaster should have overtaken Wright, when

he had gone so far on the road to success.”

The Secretary of War was asked: “Is it likely the government, out of generosity or any

other consideration, will award any part of the contract price to Mr. Wright, in view of the

remarkable successes made by him in other preliminary flights?”

Gen. Wright answered:

“I cannot say. I do not know that Mr. Wright would wish it. Should such a course seem

desirable, the government would make no move until the signal corps board had submitted

a recommendation.”

Among the eye witnesses yesterday to the accident to the Wright aeroplane was Charles

R. Flint, of New York, international representative of the Wright brothers. Mr. Flint came

over from New York yesterday to see the flight, and was accompanied to Fort Myer by

Admiral and Mrs. Brownson.

Mr. Flint said last night that the mishap would not cause the Fort Myer flights to be

abandoned. They will be resumed, he said, as soon as Mr. Wright has recovered and the

machine can be repaired.
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Fall Styles Knox Hats. B. H. Stinemetz & Son Co., 12th & F.

KNEW HIS GREAT PERIL

Wright Alive to Dangers of Flight in Aeroplane.

INEXPERIENCE AS A MENACE

Failure to Think Fast Enough in Time of Need Another of the Sources of Possible Accident

Recognized by Aviator. Extreme Caution at All Times Displayed During Trips of the

Aeroplane.

Orville Wright, whose airship was wrecked with fatal results at Fort Myer yesterday had

confidently expected to meet all the requirements without a serious flaw developing in

the machine his genius had devised. He realized, however, the danger to which the work

subjected him. Only a few days ago he said the greatest danger he had to face was his

“own inexperience and the possibility that we may do something wrong in making the

flights.”

He commented on the change in the methods of operating the levers as compared with his

previous machines, and pointed out that where the movements in the old machine were

instinctive. this was not the case in the last machine, and that with the latter the operator

had “to think, which is dangerous on account of the possibility of not thinking fast enough.”

Always Extremely Cautious.

Mr. Wright exercised what he believed to be extreme caution in starting his flights. Time

and again he planned to make a flight, but as the hour he had tentatively fixed arrived he

refused to take out his machine because of unfavorable conditions. He had been out in a

12-mile wind in previous flights, but an 11-mile breeze a day or two ago served to deter

him.
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In the first flight at Fort Myer, Wright made one of the mistakes he had feared and pulled

the lever in the wrong direction. Fortunately, the machine descended without damage.

“I have flown in a 20-mile breeze,” said he, “and I expect to do so again, but not until I get

acquainted with the arrangement of seats and levers.”

Nearly all the members of the signal corps aeronautical board witnessed yesterday's

accident. Among them were Maj. George O. Squier, Maj. Charles McK. Saltzman, Capt.

Wallace, and Lieut. Frank P. Lahm. Lieut. Sweet, of the navy, and Lieut. Richard B.

Creecy, of the marine corps, both detailed to the aeronautical tests at Fort Myer, also were

present, as was Maj. Fournier, military attache of the French government.

Among the spectators were scientists and persons prominent in official life.

I guess,” he said, smilingly.

He climbed into the machine first, and Mr. Wright followed him, giving him specific

instructions as to how to sit during the flight.

“I don't have to tell you to keep your nerve,” said the aviator. “You've been up often

enough to know how to do that. Just sit tight, and don't move around any more than you

actually have to.”

Machine in the Air.

The lieutenant waved a good-by to his friends, as Mr. Wright's assistants turned the

propellers, thus starting the motor. In another instant the big blades were whirring around

at a tremendous rate of speed. Mr. Wright gave the signal to start, and the soldiers holding

the rope attached to the weight let go.

Aeroplane Begins Fated Flight.
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The aeroplane glided down the track with its accustomed speed, but when it left the rail it

seemed to the spectators as if it was not going to rise. It actually slid along the ground for

nearly a hundred feet, not merely skimming the tops of the grass blades, as on previous

occasions, but actually slipping along the earth. Slowly it lifted itself into the air, rising

higher and even higher, until it was fully 75 feet above the ground, when the first turn at

the lower end of the field was made.

There was not the steadiness observable which had previously been noted when Maj.

Squier and Lieut. Lahm were taken up. It rounded the curve near Arlington Cemetery with

grace and ease, and came sweeping up the field at a height of 100 feet or more. The

crowd cheered mildly as it passed overhead and sailed down the field again.

It was noticed that Lieut. Selfridge was apparently making an effort to talk with Mr. Wright.

His lips were seen to move, and his face was turned toward the aviator, whose eyes were

looking straight ahead, and whose body was taut and unbending.

Makes Turns With Ease.

Three times the machine circled the field at about the same average rate of speed

which had been attained on previous flights, 38 miles an hour. It seemed to be behaving

wonderfully well, and the crowd was beginning to lose its first intense interest, and

conversation was being indulged in.

The aeroplane swept around the first curve, at the lower end of the field, with the

same ease which had characterized other turns. At a point near the “aerial garage” the

spectators saw a fragment of something fly from the machine and describe an arc in the

air.

“That's a piece of one of the propellers,” shouted one of the officers. “I wonder what will

happen to— My God! they're falling!”
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At his first word the spectators watched with that fascinated horror which comes to those

who know that disaster is impending, and yet who realize they are helpless to avert it.

Women gripped their escorts' arms, and the tensest sort of silence prevailed.

Wavers in Air, Then Falls.

They saw the aeroplane start on the second turn, which it was just beginning to take which

the propeller broke. It twisted this way and that, like a ship in the grip of mountainous

waves. It turned sharply toward the cemetery, darted back again toward the upper end of

the drill grounds, shot ten feet higher into the air, and then dashed to earth in a downward

curve. It struck with terrific force, throwing up a cloud of dust, and collapsing like a house

of cards.

The crowd surged out upon the field, and started a wild dash for the wrecked machine,

headed by the newspaper correspondents, who had places on the field, and who were

able to reach the spot first. Cavalrymen, who had been holding the crowd back, rode at a

gallop down the field, as did Lieut. Lahm, who had sprung upon his horse at the first sign

of danger.

Both Buried Under Wreckage.

Three mounted soldiers who were on duty at the lower end of the ground and a half-dozen

newspaper men were the first to reach the machine. One look underneath showed them

that the two men were pinned in by the wreckage. The aeroplane had crashed to earth

front end first, and the upper planes were resting upon Mr. Wright and Lieut. Selfridge,

who were lying face downward on the ground, their faces buried in the dust.

Three or four other soldiers who came up in a moment helped lift the machine up, and the

two aeronauts were lifted out by the newspaper men and the first soldiers who had arrived.
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Mr. Wright was taken out first. He opened his eyes for a brief instant as he was laid

tenderly upon the grass. He was moaning softly, and seemed to be in great pain. There

was a cut over his left eye, and his clothing was covered with grime and dust.

His assistant, C. E. Taylor, who came up at this moment, helped take out Lieut. Selfridge,

whose face was covered with blood, flowing from a six-inch gash on his forehead. This

gash had been caused by one of the supporting wires against which he had fallen. The

lieutenant was unconscious and his respiration was poor.

Machine which brought death to one passenger and serious and serious injury to another,

after making many successful flights.

Orville Wright

Mr. Taylor walked over from where he helped place the lieutenant and stood over Mr.

Wright, with whom he has worked for four years. He stooped for a moment and opened

his employer's shirt. Then he stepped back. and, leaning on a jagged corner of the broken

aeroplane, sobbed like a child. His grief was so pitiful that one of the newspapermen

walked over and put his arm around his shoulder.

“It's all right, old man,” he said gently. “The doctors will be here in a minute or two and

they'll fix him up.”

But Mr. Taylor was past comforting just then. Watching a man cry isn't pleasant, and every

one turned away to help care for the injured men. Dr. J. A. Watters, of New York, who was

present as a spectator, was one of the first physicians to arrive. He forced his way through

the cordon of cavalrymen, which had been hurriedly thrown around the wrecked machine,

and bent over Mr. Wright, who opened his eyes and whispered:

Wright Tells of Injuries.
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“It's my leg, doctor, and my chest. They hurt me fearfully.”

Da. Stuart C. Johnson, of this city, also hurried to Mr. Wright's assistance.

Three surgeons from the general staff, Maj. Crosby, Maj. McCaw, and Maj. Ireland, who

had been watching the flight from a motor car, dashed up in the machine just then and

turned their attention to Lieut. Selfridge, who lay immovable his head pillowed in a soldier's

lap, and the blood trickling from the great gash down his cheek and onto his shirt front.

A hurry call had been sent for the hospital corps, and a half-dozen orderlies arrived within

three minutes after the fall. They brought two stretchers with them. The injured men were

lifted onto these and were carried up the field to the post hospital, surrounded by a dozen

cavalry-men, who had great difficulty in keeping the crowd back.

Machine a Mass of Wreckage.

Mr. Taylor had recovered himself, after having been informed by Dr. Watters that Mr.

Wright did not seem to be dangerously hurt, and began the work of getting the wreckage

into the “aerial garage.”

The front planes had struck the ground first, and had been crushed into small pieces. The

rods supporting the main planes had been ground to a shapeless mass and the canvas

was torn in a score of places. The skids were smashed into kindling wood. The right

propeller was intact, but the left propeller was broken off at both ends. The piece which

had caused the accident had snapped off about a quarter of the distance from the hub.

From the peculiar nature of the propeller's construction, according to experts, if one end

snapped off, the other also would break. The other broken piece dangled by a shred of

fiber.
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The motor did not seem to be irreparably damaged, but the gasoline tank had been

pierced and its contents had spilled out. While Taylor was examining the motor he

suddenly shouted:

Wright Had Shut Off Motor.

“Why, it's shut off. He must have realized his danger and tried to glide down.”

Up at the post hospital, in the meantime, a group of solemn-faced army officers were

gathered on the front porch waiting for news from the operating room upstairs, where

the surgeons were working over the injured men. With them were Maj. Fournier, the

French military attache; Octave Chanute, the theoretical aeronautical expert and adviser

of the Wright brothers, and Charles R. Flint, the New York capitalist, who is their financial

representative, and who had come to Washington to consult with Orville Wright on

business matters.

An air of deep depression brooded over the scene. All of these men were friends of the

two victims; they had seen them half an hour before full of the joy of living, alert and keen-

eyed. They had seem them a few minutes later bleeding and seriously hurt, and the

thought of it filled them with grief.

Maj. Squier was particularly affected. He walked up and down the porch with his hands

behind his back and his Panama hat pulled down over his face, a picture of dejection.

“It's frightful! It's frightful!” he kept repeating. “Just at the moment of success, too.”

A few moments later he went upstairs and remained for a short time. When he came down

he called the newspaper men over.

Dinner Engagement Wright's Worry.
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“I'm afraid it's all up with poor Selfridge,” he said, “but I don't think Mr. Wright is as badly

hurt as we at first supposed. His leg is broken, but I don't think there is anything more

serious. What do you suppose he said to me when I went up there? He looked up while

the surgeons were working and smiled faintly. ‘Well, major,’ he said, ‘I guess we won't be

able to keep that dinner engagement, will we?’

“You see we had planned to take dinned with Brig. Gen. Crozier, chief of ordnance, and

I was to have taken Mr. Wright over in the motor car. Think of that for nerve and self-

possession after what'e happened.”

The surgeons sent down a bulletin within a few minutes, announcing that Mr. Wright

had sustained a fracture of the left thigh and of several ribs on the right side, and that

he had been “much shocked, but had reacted well.” This bulletin also announced that

Lieut. Selfridge had sustained a fracture of the base of the skull and that his condition was

“extremely critical.”

One of the surgeons who came downstairs shortly after admitted that he did not think the

lieutenant could possibly live.

Never Regained Consciousness.

Lieut. Selfridge died about five minutes after he was operated on, without regaining

consciousness. The surgeons who performed the operation, Maj. Crosby, Maj. Island, Maj.

McCaw, and D. L. L. Waters, of New York, were present when he breathed his last. News

of the lieutenant's death was immediately transmitted to the War Department and to his

family.

The operation consumed about 40 minutes. Superficial examination of the injuries on the

grounds developed that the officer had received a fracture of the skull, which probably

would prove fatal were he not operated on. When Lieut. Selfridge had been placed under

anesthetics, Maj. Crosby made an incision about 4 inches long on the left side the head,
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above the temple, at which point the skull had been crushed. A diagonal piece of the bone,

about 2 inches in length, was removed, under which was found a clot of blood. About five

minutes later Lieut. Selfridge died.

Dr. Howard H. Bailey, who attended Lieut. Selfridge, made the first announcement of

that officer's death. Just after the lieutenant had passed away, the doctor came out of the

room, and to those awaiting in the hall, he said, “He is dead.”

Compound Fracture Fatal.

“His death,” said the doctor, “was due to a compound fracture at the base of the skull. He

never regained consciousness from the moment he struck the ground, despite the heroic

remedies which were administered. There was absolutely no response to the treatment

given him. He passed away peacefully “Maj. Squler has advised the?am.

CASTORIA For Infants and Children. The Kind You Have Always Bought Bears the

Signature of Chat. H. Fletcher.

THINKS OF SHIP FIRST

After Rallying Wright Asks for Octave Chanute.

EAGER TO TALK OF MISHAP

Inventor Anxious to Find Out Why Accident Occurred—Surgeons Refuse to Permit

Conversation — Mr. Chanute Tells of Crash, and Says Propeller Was Defective—

Experiments to Continue.

Rallying quickly from his severe injuries sustained in the accident at Fort Myer, Orville

Wright last night sent Lieut. Lahm to find Octave Chanute, the pioneer aeroplanist, who

aided the Wright brothers in their first gliding experiments.
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Mr. Wright wanted to discuss the cause of the accident with Mr. Chanute, but the physician

decided it would be best that Mr. Wright should not exert himself to that extent.

Propeller Defectively Fastened.

Mr. Chanute was keenly affected by the accident and there were tears in his eyes as he

talked to the newspaper men.

“It's a pity, a great pity,” “he said. “to think that this should happen just at the moment when

Mr. Wright's praises were being sung all over the world.”

When asked to give his explanation or the accident he said:

“The broken propeller was entirely responsible. It would seem to have been defectively

fastened together. You will understand that these propellers are made of strips of wood

which are glued together. When that end flew off the other end broke in sympathy with

it, I might say, and rendered it impossible to control the machine with the other propeller

whizzing around at its accustomed speed. I would not care to indulge in any extended

explanation until I have investigated the matter further.”

“Would it have made any difference if there had been only one propeller instead of two?”

asked one of the correspondents. “Would it have been possible to glide to earth safely in

such an emergency with only one propeller?”

“I do not think so,” replied the expert. “I fancy that if there had been one propeller the

machine would not have remained aloft as long as it did after the end flew off, and that it

would have fallen to earth even more sharply.”

Opposed to Aluminum Propellers.

“Will this cause the use of aluminum propellers?” was asked.
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“Most decidedly not,” replied Mr. Chanute. “They have been found impracticable. It will

cause the use of much stronger wooden propellers, however.”

“Then aerial navigation is not altogether safe as yet. is it?” ventured another

correspondent.

“Those of us who have studied the problem carefully have always known that it was far

from safe as yet,” was the reply.

“Will this accident have the effect of discouraging experimentation?”

“It may for a time, but not for long. Other experimenters have been killed before, but the

scientific investigation of the problem has gone forward regardless of this.”

sent to Wilbur Wright, in France, urging him not to worry.

“Mr. Wright seemed greatly concerned about the members of his family,” said the major.

“They were his first thought.”

That his second thought was for his machine, and that he was trying to solve mentally

the problem of the accident, was evidenced by a request which he sent out by one of the

hospital orderlies within an hour after he was taken into the operating room.

“Tell Taylor to see if there was anything the matter with the transmission,” was the

message.

When Taylor heard that he smiled once more.

“That proves he's all right,” he said, heartily. “I'm mighty glad of it. He's the best chap in the

world.”

Taylor discussed the probable cause of the accident at some length.
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“I saw the whole thing at pretty close range,” said he. “I think the reason the machine fell

was because he could not glide down while making a sharp curve. If that propeller had

broken while he was sailing along on a straight course, I am convinced he could have shut

off the motor and glided down to the ground safely. I think he tried to turn the front planes

down, but they wouldn't work while sailing around a curve. That's why she fell. That's my

opinion, and I've seen a great many flights and know quite a little about the control of the

machine.”

TEN DAYS WITHOUT FOOD.

Case Against Representative Will Come Up After Congress Convenes.

Boston, Sept. 17.—After drifting about in a dory for ten days without a morsel to eat,

Thomas Frost, a Gloucester fisherman, was picked up by the Cunard liner Saxonia, which

arrived here today.

Frost was a member of the crew of the schooner Alice R. Lawson, and lost his vessel

during a fog. He was terribly exhausted when rescued.

WITNESSES TELL OF MISHAP

Charles White Declares Whirring Blade Gave Impetus to Downward Plunge of Fated

Aeroplane—Blames Wood Construction of Propellers, Which He Had Pronounced Faulty.

Charles White, of White & Middleton, Baltimore, Md., a mechanical expert, gave this

description of the accident to Wright and Selfridge:

“I witnessed the flying of the aeroplane and it was performing beautifully for six or seven

minutes, when suddenly one of the propellers broke near the end. This caused the

machine to become so thoroughly out of balance through centrifugal force as to make it

unmanageable, and it made a dart to the ground while still under operation of the right
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propeller, causing it to strike the ground with a great deal more force than it would have

done by gravity.

“I do not feel that this is any serious defect in the machine, but merely want of better

construction in the propellers. Therefore, I do not feel that the machine should be

condemned beyond this point.

Fell Twenty Miles an Hour.

“I should imagine that when the machine made the dart for the ground it fell at the rate of

20 miles an hour. I saw the piece that flew from the propeller fall to the earth. Before the

flight of the machine I examined it thoroughly and saw nothing to be criticised outside of

the wood construction of the propellers.

“Before the machine made the flight. I remarked that the wood propellers were not of

the proper construction. Three seconds after the accident happened the big machine

appeared like a bird with a broken wing. The forward side of the machine struck the

ground first.

“Wright and Selfridge were in their usual positions on the seats when they landed. They

were not thrown out. All the mechanical devices remained intact, though the braces and

canvas work was wrecked. The accident was due entirely to the defective propeller.

“The aeroplane was under perfect control, and the accident was certainly not due to any

fault of operation.”

Selfridge Waved at Friends.

“It was a change from a scene of enchantment to a picture of horror,” said John B.

McCarthy, of 248 Third street, a spectator of the accident.
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“I had been attending a funeral in Arlington Cemetery and, learning that the ship was to

sail, walked over the field, arriving just as the ship started. The emotions aroused as one

watched the craft sailing about so lightly and easily cannot be described. I was standing

in the part of the field nearest the homes of the army officers, and evidently a number of

the friends of Lieut. Selfridge were in the group near me, for as the airship passed over

us, Lieut. Selfridge took off his cap and waved it at a number of the ladies and men in the

party and said something to them which I did not hear.

“He was smiling and laughing. The group responded by applauding and cheering. Mr.

Wright wore his little Scotch plaid cap and seemed to be engaged in guiding the machine.

“The car must have gone nearly a quarter of a mile from us when something seemed to go

wrong, and an object fell from the car. Mr. Wright at the time evidently was trying to steer

the car around a curve. Immediately the car dropped on one side and began flopping and

turning around exactly like a chicken or bird with a broken wing. Then it fell with a crash to

the ground.

“Women and men around me shrieked. One woman and a big, imposing-looking officer fell

in a dead faint. I understand this officer was the man who induced Lieut. Selfridge to make

the trip.”

Described by Maj. Magoon.

Maj. Magoon, the superintendent of Arlington Cemetery, witnessed the accident from the

edge of the cemetery. In commenting upon it, he said:

“When I saw the propeller blade break and the piece fly away, I knew something was

going to happen. I was watching Mr. Wright at the time. I was within a few hundred feet

of him. He did not look around, but I could see him turn one of the levers. The aeroplane
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started over toward the cemetery at first instead of continuing the curve which it had

started to make, and I stood aghast, fearing it would alight on the trees.

“I could feel that it was coming down. It careened from side to side, turned first in one

direction and then in another, and finally started up the field again. Then it sailed a little

higher in the air, and then it just dropped straight down. From where I stood I could not see

the men when it struck the ground. The machine went to smash in the twinkling of an eye.

All that I have told you happened in a few seconds, probably two or three, but it seemed a

much longer time.”

WILL NOT DETER BROTHERS.

Lorin Wright Expects Them to Continue Airship Flights.

Dayton, Ohio, Sept. 17—Lorin Wright, brother of Orville Wright, Said, when informed

tonight of the accident to the Wright aeroplane at Fort Myer today:

“The spruce used in the propellers was selected for its great strength in proportion to its

weight, and the blades were more than three and one-half inches thick at the point at

which the shaft pierces them,” he continued.

“The motor exerted no more power than any of those used in recent flights, which makes

the accident inexplicable to me.”

When asked if the accident would deter either Orville or his brother, now in France, from

further tests he replied emphatically:

“Decidedly no! My brothers will pursue these tests until the machines are as near perfect

as it 's possible to make them, if they are not killed in the meantime. We have never felt

much apprehension, knowing that both boys are cautious in the extreme.”
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The aged father of the injured man is at Greens Fork, Ind., and will not be advised of the

accident until morning.

Lorin Wright and his sister, Catherine, here await with much anxiety the outcome of their

brother's injuries.

WILBUR WRIGHT STILL FLYING

Injured Aviator's Brother Stays Up More Than Half an Hour.

Le Mans, France, Sept. 17.—Wilbur Wright, the American aeroplanist, spent today in

trying out his machine for the protracted effort he is to make tomorrow. In one of his short

flights he covered 4,600 yards in 6 minutes 43 seconds.

Mr. Wright made another fine flight tonight, remaining in the air 32 minutes and 47

seconds. He traversed a distance of about 20 miles at an average height of 60 feet, only

descending on account of darkness.

Paris, Sept. 17.—Flying at Issy today, Leon Delagrange stayed aloft in his aeroplane for

30 minutes and 20 seconds. After alighting he expressed the hope that he would shortly

be able to surpass the records made on both sides of the Atlantic by the Wright brothers.

Baldwin Airship Up Today.

St. Joseph, Mo., Sept. 17.—Preparations are under way at the army encampment in South

St. Joseph to have a trial flight tomorrow of the Baldwin dirigible balloon, which has been

installed there awaiting the miltary tournament next week.

plane, and after a splendid flight on miles, the flying machine fell to earth. The operator

was uninjured. the machine was a wreck. The mot? however, survived the shock of the

scent.
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The accident was caused by Wri? reversing the wrong lever. His flights that time were for

the purpose of miliarizing himself with the steering tails of the machine.

When the aeroplane's flight was stopp?? by the accident, a speed of 60 miles hour was

recorded.

On September 3, at Fort Myer, Orv? Wright narrowly avoided a m'shap making a sudden

landing. In this flig? a collision with the aeroplane shed imminent, but by a swift and daring

versal of the lever the impact w? avoided.

MAY AFFECT APPROPRIATION

Signal Corps Official Thinks Accide?? Will Influence Congress.

Officers of the signal corps and oth? enthusiasts at Fort Myer were incline to express the

belief that the accident was not due to a fault of principle, bu? to a defect in the propeller,

which wa? made of spruce. One of the members o?? the signal corps boards who had

bee? conducting th tests said:

“Of course, this is no time to discus? such matters, but the resumption of th? aeroplane

trials will depend on the lengt? of time which it will take Mr. Wrigh? to recover from

his injuries. This accident will, of course, seriously hampe? the possibility of securing

appropriatio? from Congress for the aeronautical wo? of the signal corps. The Wright brot?

ers, however, have even more advance ideas in regard to aerial flight, and they continue

their work it is pro?able the effect of this one accident w?? be overcome.”

TRAGEDIES IN AIR MANY

Attempts to Fly Marked by Death and Disaster.

MEN GIVE LIVES TO SCIENCE
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Inventors, Hurled From on High to Earth, Killed Outright or Crippled—Others Ruined

Financially by Failure of Their Machines—Some of Those Who Have Figured in Aerial

Accidents.

From the beginning of experiment with airships, inventors and balloonists have shown

the greatest courage in risking their lives for the advancement of aerial navigation. The

disaster which cost Lieut. Selfridge his life was one of a long series of tragedies marking

the progress of airship invention. Many a daring balloonist and devoted inventor has

literally given himself to the science he loved.

The recent impetus to aerial invention by the successes of the Wright brothers and other

well-known aviators has stimulated the passion for aerial travel. As a consequence the

number of accidents to aviators has greatly increased.

Tragedy as well as disappointment attended the wreck of the huge balloon of Capt.

Thomas T. Lovelace, an American aeronaut, at the Franco-British exposition grounds in

London. August 14 Miss E. Blanche the aeronaut secretary, and a bystander were killed,

three other persons were fatally hurt, and a score seriously burned in the flames that shot

from the torn gas bag. Fifty were injured in the panic that followed the explosion.

Sixteen Hurled From Airship.

A spectacular accident to a mammoth airship at Bergeley, Cal., on May 23 last resulted

in serious injury to sixteen men, who narrowly escaped with their lives. The airship, the

invention of J. A. Morrell, was on its trial trip. In full view of 10,000 spectators it ascended

300 feet, when it suddenly burst and dropped to the ground with its crew of sixteen men.

Seven of them were severely injured, and the other nine were bruised and cut. The

accident caused intense excitement among the spectators.

The five engines of the mammoth craft were not put in operation until the airship was well

under way, when two of them were set to working. Before the ship could be propelled



Library of Congress

Clipping, September 18, 1908 http://www.loc.gov/resource/magbell.12700205

further than a few feet the forward end tilted downward, until the craft stood at an angle

of 45 degrees, nose downward. The members of the crew were unable to run along the

canvas pathway to equalize the weight and right the airship. They clung desperately to the

netting and superstructure.

The rush of the gas to the stern of the long gasbag caused the envelope to burst with

a loud noise. Then the ship settled toward the earth. Some of the crew lost their heads

and jumped. Morrell, the inventor, and several of the engineers were caught in the

understructure and injured by the engines.

In Peril Over Niagara.

Three men, the crew of the racing balloon Ville de Dieppe, had a narrow escape from

drowning in the Whirlpool Rapids, at Niagara Falls, September 1. They were Capt. A. F.

Mueller, in charge of the balloon; Perry Gregory, 16 years old, and Gerald Gregory, 18

years old, sons of C. F. Gregory, of Chicago, secretary of the American Federation of

Aerial Clubs. The balloon had set sail from Columbus, Ohio, and ran into troublesome air

currents over Lake Erie, where it dropped to within 230 feet of the lake's surface.

Ballast was thrown out, and when the craft reached Niagara it was practically without

ballast. Capt. Mueller attempted to make a landing, and tried to release the gas with the rip

cord. It failed to work properly, with the result that the big bag dragged along for 1,000 feet.

An anchor caught in a clump of trees and snapped from the balloon, which rose and fell

alternately. The basket dragged over railroad tracks, struck a barn, and, finally, landed at

the Devils

CONTINUED ON FIFTH PAGE.
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